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Arthur Miller.
Reef, Catherine (Author)
Sep 2014. 128 p. Morgan Reynolds, library edition, $28.95. (9781599354002). 812.

In this new volume in Morgan Reynolds’ World Writers series, Reef offers an insightful, highly readable
portrait of one of America’s greatest playwrights. Miller was born to privilege in 1915, though his family
lost much of its wealth during the Great Depression. As a result, he began to develop his social conscience,
further honing it as a student at the University of Michigan, where he became interested in radical politics
and wrote his first play about a family riven by a strike. Following a long apprenticeship, Miller had his
first success in 1947 with his play All My Sons. This was followed in 1949 by his now classic play, Death
of a Salesman. Throughout her enlightening book, Reef does an excellent job of providing context for
Miller’s work, including explanations of the House Un-American Activities Committee in her discussion
of Miller’s The Crucible. She also gives attention to his personal life, including his three marriages, most
famously to the actress Marilyn Monroe. Always thoughtful and accessible, Reef’s book is an excellent
choice for both individual reading and classroom use.
— Michael Cart

November 1, 2012, Booklist reviews
World Writers series. Morgan Reynolds. Gr. 7-10.
Real Courage: The Story of Harper Lee. By Katherine Don. 2012. 128p. illus.
lib. ed., $28.95 (9781599353487). 813.
Rick Riordan. By Barry Sparks. 2012. 128p. illus. lib. ed., $28.95
(9781599353500). 813
Suzanne Collins. By Kerrily Sapet. 2012. 112p. illus. lib. ed., $28.95
(9781599353463). 813.
The World Writers series continues with another of the authors often discussed in high school, Harper Lee, and
two authors whose biographies will appeal to younger students. All American authors, these profiles share
attractive layouts featuring graphic embellishments related to the author's work—for example, the background in
Rick Riordan looks like papyrus—and color photographs, though occasionally poorly placed in the gutter. Each
book includes a look at the author's influences and speaks at length about the plots and characters of their main
works, as well as discussing the movies based on the books. With smaller print and more detail than the other
volumes, Real Courage tells the fascinating story of the Alabama woman who wrote a Pulitzer Prize-winning book
and then became so frustrated by the unwanted attention that she never wrote again. Rick Riordan focuses a
good deal on his adult mysteries as well as his mythology-based stories, and while childhood was relatively
standard, his story of becoming a rock star among authors will appeal to aspiring young writers. Suzanne Collins
dwells a bit on the Hunger Games films but includes interesting insight into Collins' military childhood and her
though process by using pullout quotes. Fine new entries into an ever-solid series. -Susan Dove Lempke
SLJ December, 2012
DON, Katherine. Real Courage: The Story of Harper Lee. 128p. (World Writers Series). bibliog. chron.
illus. index. notes. photos. websites. Morgan Reynolds. Jan. 2013. PLB $28.95
ISBN 978-1-59935-348-7.
Gr 7 Up—This biography of Harper Lee, known as Nelle to family and friends, underscores the notion
that her only novel, To Kill A Mockingbird, was heavily influenced by and a product of her upbringing in rural
Alabama. Nelle Lee grew up in Monroeville, Alabama, during the Great Depression and was inspired by her
surroundings, and those who peopled it, including and especially her father, A. C. Lee. Spunky, ferociously
intelligent, and curious, she grew into a determined, brilliant individual known for her sharp with and ability to
connect with anyone. Any telling of her life cannot exclude detailed descriptions of events going on in the world
around her, both in her childhood in the Jim Crow South and her adult years in New York City in the midst of the
Civil Rights Movement, which was going strong just as the book was published. Students and teachers looking for
a solid, accessible biography will find this to be a fine choice as the writing is straightforward and engaging.
Charles Shields's I Am Scout (Holt, 2008) is perhaps a more elegant narrative with more details about Lee's life
and relationships, but less approachable as a research resource. Period photographs and an interesting design
enhance the narrative. A lengthy bibliography, source notes, and time line will be useful to teachers wanting to
complement lessons about the novel. - Jody Kopple, Shady Hill School, Cambridge, MA

SLJ November, 2012
SAPET, Kerrily. Suzanne Collins. 112p. ISBN 978-1-59935-3436-3. LC 2012018324
SPARKS, Barry. Rick Riordan. 128p. ISBN 978-159935-350-0. LC 2012018325.
ea vol: (World Writers Series). illus. photos. bibliog. chron. glossary. index. notes.
websites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2012.
PLB $28.95.
Gr 4–7— Suzanne Collins got her start writing television shows for children and teens; Rick Riordan had six adult
novels under his belt before Percy Jackson catapulted him to literary stardom. These facts are not news to those
who have read articles about these authors, but to the readers who may pick up these slim biographies, they are
serviceable introductions. Both titles cover the authors' childhoods, their early writing careers, the origins and
impact of their breakout series, and an overview of their current success. Most of the information is cobbled
together from various interviews, reviews, and other media sources and presented in easy-to-understand
language. Full-color photos and illustrations appear throughout and have varying relation to the text; for the
most part, they help round out the page count to the over-100-pages requirement common to middle-school
biography book reports. Good choices for reluctant readers who have enjoyed the “Percy Jackson” (Hyperion) or
“Hunger Games” books (Scholastic) and/or movies. - Brandy Danner, Wilminton Memorial Library, MA
Kidsbiographer.com
Real Courage: The Story of Harper Lee
By Katherine Don
(Morgan Reynolds, 2013, Greensboro, North Carolina, $ 28.95 )
Harper Lee has only published one novel in her lifetime, but that book has influenced countless
Americans, especially schoolchildren, since its 1960 publication. In Real Courage, Katherine Don tells the story of
the woman who wrote To Kill a Mockingbird. Don explores the novel’s historical contexts, weaving her account of
Lee’s life with discussion of the era’s political and artistic currents. The young adult biography also considers the
people and places who inspired Mockingbird: in a gripping opening chapter, readers enter the sleepy Alabama
town where Lee grew up and meet her father A.C. Lee, a local lawyer. In a scene worthy of the Pulitzer-Prize
winning novel, Mr. Lee quietly defends a vulnerable man from bullies. This chapter is an ideal introduction to
Lee’s convictions, just as Don’s nuanced biography is a thoughtful introduction to the woman herself. -Dorothy A.
Dahm, kidsbiographer.com
School Library Journal
FEBRUARY,2011
O’KEEFE, Sherry. From China to America: The Story of Amy Tan. 112p. photos. bibliog. chron.
index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2010. PLB $28.95. ISBN 978-1-59935-138-4. LC
2010007594.
Gr 7 Up–Born in California, the daughter of Chinese immigrants, Tan grew up as an American on
the outside and Chinese on the inside. As her mother pointed out to her, “You must be proud you
different. You only shame is be ashame.” Growing up, Tan faced the loss of her brother and father
and the morbid outlook of her mother. Their tumultuous relationship led her to write stories about
mother-and-daughter conflict, which later became the basis for The Joy Luck Club. This book gives
readers a brief overview of the novelist’s life and a greater understanding of the inspiration behind
her novels.–Denise Moore, O’Gorman Junior High School, Sioux Falls, SD

Tristate Book of Note
Caravantes, Peggy Self-Reliance: The Story of Ralph Waldo Emerson
Morgan Reynolds 2011 144 31.26 978-159935124-7 World Writers (Morgan)##7
This is a close examination of the life of Ralph Waldo Emerson, with many quotes from his
journals and the writings of Emerson and others.

Booklist
Issue: August 1, 2010
C. S. Lewis" Twentieth Century Pilgrim. By Janet Hamilton. Sept. 2010.
128p. illus, lib. ed., $28.95 (9781599351124). 823.
Self-Reliance: The Story of Ralph Waldo Emerson. By Peggy
Caravantes. Sept. 2010. 144p. illus, lib. ed., $28.95 (9781599351247). 814.
Succinct, broad-reaching, and peppered with lively anecdotes, these
biographies slot easily into the World Writers series’ consistently strong list.
Following a traditional cradle-to-grave chronology, the titles frankly discuss
the interpersonal, spiritual, and artistic challenges these authors faced
during the course of their lifetimes and how those struggles informed their
famous works. Young researchers will enjoy the many revealing quotes that
inject a spirited sense of both men, in love, in argument, in inner conflict, and in discovery of their own talents and
influential ideas. In Self-Reliance, for example, Caravantes quotes Emerson as a young student, whose dramatic selfloathing may strike a chord with young teens struggling with similar crises of confidence: “I find myself often idle,
vagrant, stupid, and hollow.” In C. S. Lewis, Hamilton writes with humanizing detail about the contentious friendship
between Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien, of whom, Lewis commented, “No harm in him; only needs a good smack or two.”
The visuals alternate between text-enhancing archival images and randomly placed stock photos of generic subjects
(cows, apple trees). Overall, these compact, engaging titles, supported by time lines, thorough chapter notes, and
suggested reading, are an excellent starting point for middle- and high-school students seeking information about
authors of whom surprisingly little has been written for a young-adult audience. Grades 7-10. --Gillian Engberg

School Library Journal
SEPTEMBER, 2010
HAMILTON, Janet. C. S. Lewis: Twentieth Century Pilgrim. 128p. photos. reprods. bibliog.
chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. Sept. 2010. PLB $28.95. ISBN 978-1-59935112-4. LC 2009007134.
Gr 7-9–Hamilton traces Lewis’s life from his beginnings in Belfast to his final days, and covers his
religious, academic, and popular writings. She includes much of his involvement with Mrs. Janie
Moore, although conceding that the nature of their relationship will always be a mystery. Attempting
to be comprehensive, the author packs a lot of detail into awkward, drawn-out sentences. For
example, “He began an early version of The Magician’s Nephew at the beginning of 1949, right after
completing The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, but abandoned it and wrote Prince Caspian
(originally titled Drawn Into Narnia) instead.” Readers get mired down in the overabundance of
places, nicknames, and explanations. The result is a text that is unfocused and uninspired. The poor selection of
illustrations range from a NASA photo of the surface of Mars to the bombing of Nagasaki. Only 7 of the nearly 30
photographs depict Lewis or his family. Additionally, the captions, set in small white font on top of the images, are nearly
indecipherable, and the index is incomplete. Michael Coren’s C. S. Lewis : The Man Who Created Narnia (Ignatius, 2006) is
a well-researched and readily accessible work that delivers an interesting and intriguing portrait of the writer.–June
Shimonishi, Torrance Public Library, CA

Tristate Book of Note
Hamilton, Janet C.S. Lewis: Twentieth Century Pilgrim
Morgan Reynolds 2010 128p 28.95 978-1-59935-112-4
This book is an excellent retelling of the life of C.S. Lewis who has left a legacy in his writing: “books
that have instructed, provoked, and enchanted people for many decades and continue to reach new
readers today.”

School Library Journal
July, 2009
CARAVANTES, Peggy. A Great and Sublime Fool: The Story of Mark Twain. 176p. (World
Writers Series). maps. photos. reprods. bibliog. chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan
Reynolds. 2009. PLB $28.95. ISBN 978-1-59935-088-2. LC 2008034139.
Gr 8 Up–In this clear and lively biography, Caravantes discusses her subject’s childhood adventures
in Missouri, which later became the basis for his short stories and novels. Throughout his life, he
loved to travel and wrote many detailed letters from the road, which were often printed in various
newspapers. He earned his river pilot’s license and navigated the Mississippi River, taking the pen
name of Mark Twain from a nautical expression. The author recounts how Clemens’s wife and four
children were important parts of his life and describes the period of deep depression he suffered
after the deaths of his wife and two daughters. His financial struggles brought on by faulty
investments and failed inventions are also mentioned. The author offers a straightforward
chronological glimpse of the man behind the larger-than-life legend of Mark Twain. The black-and-white and full-color
photographs and reproductions enliven the presentation, and a lengthy time line and source notes make this a good
resource for reports.–Ann Nored, Wilson Central High School, Lebanon, TN

Booklist
Issue: June 1, 2009
A Great and Sublime Fool: The Story of Mark Twain.
Caravantes, Peggy (Author)
Jan 2009. 176 p. Morgan Reynolds, library edition, $28.95. (9781599350882). 818.
This entry in the World Writers series offers a workmanlike but readable account of one of
America’s first great writers. The telling of Twain’s life, from a poor childhood through his
celebrity status as a satirist and novelist, is straightforward, though marked by somewhat
superfluous details (Caravantes lingers upon the man’s obsession with his finances, liberally
applying numbers relating to how much a manuscript brought in, what a home sold for, or his
losses from many failed investments). Thankfully, his life was so defined by interesting anecdotes
that readers’ attentions should stay the course just fine. Caravantes touches on the themes of
most of Twain’s major and minor works, but his wit unfortunately comes off as rather bloodless;
whether his humor translates well to today’s teens in any case is debatable. A nice selection of photographs and
artwork complement the narrative, helping establish historical context and visuals of the major players. Detailed
source notes and an in-depth time line round out this even and reliable just-the-facts-ma’am biography.
—
Ian Chipman

Tristate Book of Note
OʼKeefe, Sherry From China to America: The Story of Amy Tan
Morgan Reynolds 2010 128p 28.95 978-1-59935-138-4 World Writers (Morgan)##7
An intimate glimpse of Amy Tanʼs life, the events that influenced her writing, her writing style, and
the process of writing. Compelling reading that can be enjoyed by a casual reader, or used by a
researcher studying feminism or doing literary analysis. Gr. 7

School Library Journal
September 2007
HEIMS, Neil. Tortured Noble: The Story of Leo Tolstoy. 144p. photos. reprods. bibliog. chron.
index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2007. PLB $27.95. ISBN 978-1-59935-066-0. LC
2007011389.
Gr 9 Up–Tolstoy’s complex, fascinating life is presented succinctly in this readable biography. Using
archival materials including diaries, photographs, and contemporary articles, Heims ties his subject’s
experiences directly to his writing. Tolstoy’s lifelong struggle between his “sensual nature” and “spiritual
hunger” is frankly presented, recounting bouts of dissolute behavior and ethical searching. The writer’s
early years as the orphan of wealthy, landed parents, his service in the Crimea, his travels, marriage,
and political concerns are all touched upon. His contributions to education and nonviolent philosophy
are also included. Painted on the canvas of turbulent times in Russia, this is a fine overview of the social
and historical era that shaped the man. A welcome and attractive addition to most libraries.–Kathryn Kosiorek, formerly at
Cuyahoga County Public Library, Brooklyn, OH

Booklist
August 1, 2007
Heims, Neil. Tortured Noble: The Story of Leo Tolstoy. Aug 2007. 144 p. Morgan Reynolds,
library edition, $27.95. (1599350661). 891.73.
The opening scene of this serviceable, accessible biography depicts Tolstoy as a middle-aged aristocrat
wishing to renounce his wealth. Dressed as a peasant, he left his disapproving family and set off on
a religious pilgrimage, while behind him followed two minions carrying money and clean linens. After
this ironic vignette, Heims begins a chronological account of Tolstoy’s life: his privileged childhood,
his troubled youth spent ricocheting from compulsive gambling and sexual exploits to self-hatred and
penitence, and his maturity as a man drawn to extremes in ideology, self-image, and relationships.
Focusing primarily on the man rather than his work, Heims mentions Tolstoy’s writing mainly as it
intersects with his life, noting the later emergence of overtly religious themes in his work, for instance, or mentioning
characters and incidents inspired personal experiences. The many illustrations, most reproduced in color, include period
photos and paintings. The book concludes with a time line, source notes, and lists of books and Internet sites. —Carolyn
Phelan

The Horn Book Guide

Fall 2007

Aykroyd, Clarissa Savage Satire: The Story of Jonathan Swift
160 pp. Morgan LE ISBN 1-59935-027-0 $27.95
Gelletly, LeeAnne Gift of Imagination: The Story of Roald Dahl
160 pp. Morgan LE ISBN 1-59935-026-2 $27.95
(4)
YA World Writers series. Published fall 2006. Gelletly’s volume, which
focuses on Dahl’s post-WWII career, is less engaging than Dahl’s own
autobiographical works; the book is illustrated with numerous photographs.
Aykroyd’s workaday biography of Swift presents the opinionated Anglo-Irish
minister and his razor-edged writing in the context of the complicated political times. Period illustrations provide welcome
breaks from the informative, if not compelling, text. Timeline, websites. Bib., ind. CLS

Booklist
February 1, 2007
Caravantes, Peggy. Writing Is My Business: The Story of O. Henry. 2006. 160p. illus.
index. Morgan Reynolds, $26.95 (1-59935-031-9). 813. Gr. 8–11.
This addition to the World Writers series features William Porter, better known to readers as O. Henry.
Born in 1862 and raised in North Carolina, Porter married and started a family in Texas, where he worked
at a bank and began writing and publishing a weekly paper. Shortly after his wife’s death, Porter was
convicted of embezzling and served three years for the crime, which many argue that he did not commit.
He then moved to New York City, where he devoted himself to observing people and writing their stories,
real and imagined. Porter’s mastery of the short story and his sympathy for the human condition ensured
him a popular following during his day and inclusion in anthologies for years to come. Well illustrated,
this very readable biography concludes with a time line, an annotated bibliography, source notes, and a
list of Internet sites. —Carolyn Phelan

School Library Journal
January 2007
AYKROYD, Clarissa. Savage Satire: The Story of Jonathan Swift. 160p. maps. reprods.
bibliog. chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2006. PLB $26.95. ISBN 1-59935027-0. LC 2006018142.
Gr 7-10–This well-researched work introduces the oft-frustrated clergyman who never quite
achieved the high position he desired, and who channeled his strong opinions about the religious
and governmental upheavals of 18th-century Europe into satirical writing. Commentary is included
on Gulliver’s Travels as well as on Swift’s other works, such as the satirical essay “A Modest
Proposal,” wherein the author unabashedly recommended that poverty in Ireland could be ended
if parents cannibalized their children. Unfortunately, the book frequently reverts to a less-thandynamic recounting of events, and access is problematic. The text runs together visually; bold
words, section breaks, and headings are noticeably absent, as are a glossary and a more intuitively
arranged index (one must search under “Swift, Jonathan, works” to find Gulliver’s Travels). Still, this title stands alone
as a biography of the author for young adults, and it is an adequate research tool.–Jill Heritage Maza, Greenwich High
School, CT

Booklist
November 1, 2006
Gelletly, LeeAnne. Gift of Imagination: The Story of Roald Dahl. 2006. 160p. Morgan
Reynolds, lib. ed., $26.95 (1-59935-026-4). 823. Gr. 7–10.
Recommended for a somewhat older audience than Michelle Houle’s recent Roald Dahl: Author
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2006), this biography presents a more detailed account of
the writer’s life. The first two chapters, concerning Dahl’s childhood and his RAF days (ending in
1941) are named after Dahl’s autobiographical books Boy (1984) and Flying Solo (1986), which
provided the source material. Both books are accessible to the same audience as this biography
and offer more vivid, fuller accounts of the same events, but Gelletly follows up with six more
chapters tracing Dahl’s personal life, his family, and his career from 1941 to his death in 1990.
Colorfully illustrated with many photos as well as some prints, the book concludes with a time line,
bibliographies of Dahl’s published works, source notes for the many quotes, a source bibliography,
and a list of recommended Web sites. A succinct, informative, and quite readable resource. — Carolyn Phelan

VOYA
February 2006
Whitelaw, Nancy. Dark Dreams: The Story of Stephen King. Morgan Reynolds, 2006.
128p. PLB $26.95. 1-931-798-77-X. Index. Photos. Maps. Biblio. Source Notes. Further Reading.
Chronology.
Whitelaw chronicles Stephen King’s life, a true rags-to-riches tale, in a very candid, intriguing, and
entertaining manner, beginning with his childhood hardships when he lived with his brother and
his single mother, who struggled to put food on the table. She explains how he started writing and
discusses what he liked as a boy—comic books, adventure and science fiction stories, and movies.
Later these things would strongly influence King’s writing style and genre. After touching on the
important parts of his adolescence, Whitelaw moves the book quickly into his college years, when
things changed dramatically for the world and thus for King. The bulk of the book discusses the

creation process of his stories and the difficulties of becoming a horror writer. Whitelaw touches on King’s alcohol and
drug use as well as his struggles with censorship, how he handles the fame, what types of career choices he made, and
how he wanted to be close to his family. This well-written book tackles a number of issues and presents them candidly
and refreshingly. Not only does the author convey the occupation of Stephen King, but she also captures the identity of
the man. Teens interested in Stephen King, in writing, and in horror will love this book about the man who changed the
genre.—Jennifer Rummel.
Booklist
November 15, 2005
Whitelaw, Nancy. Dark Dreams: The Story of Stephen King. Dec. 2005. 128p. illus. index.
Morgan Reynolds, $26.95 (1-931798-77-X).
Gr. 7-10. Stephen King is no stranger to Americans. Even if one has never read his books or seen
the movies based on them, there is no ignoring his formidable thumbprint on literature in general
and the horror genre in particular. But how did the youngest son of a struggling single mother
become a household name? Part of the World Writers series, this well-documented look at King’s
life introduces the man who has become a legend for reinventing and legitimizing horror. Whitelaw
has put together a seamless synthesis of interviews, biographies, and King’s own writing, pared
down for younger readers and illustrated with plenty of full-color photographs. She has a knack for
sharing unusual details (relying often on King’s candid words on critics, politics, pop culture, and his
own writings) and for showing how important historical events did their part in shaping King’s work.
A time line, a list of major works and awards, a list of sources, a bibliography, and a list of Web sites conclude.–Krista
Hutley
Tri State Young Adult Book Review Committee
March 2006
Whitelaw, Nancy. Dark Dreams: The Story of Stephen King. Morgan Reynolds, 2006.
128p. PLB $26.95. 1-931-798-77-X. Index. Photos. Maps. Biblio. Source Notes. Further Reading.
Chronology.
With color photographs and maps of locations mentioned in King’s fiction, this book will appeal to
the casual browser, the ardent fan of Stephen King, or the student doing research on King. Stephen
King grew up in a single parent household with his adopted brother. Moving many times made the
brothers dependent upon each other for entertainment and sometimes their own safety. Reading
was a very important activity in the King household. The use of imagination and telling stories
provided cheap entertainment. King’s mother modeled hard work and perseverance. King stuck to
his childhood desire to writer stories. He favored reading science fiction, horror fiction and watched
horror movies. He would often write adaptations of these movies in his early years. Punishments
in the Bible affected him as a child and his avid reading of science fiction and horror as a child often sparked ideas
to incorporate in his short stories and novels. Whitelaw discusses the literary influences on King’s life, King’s early
publication attempts while still in high school and his literary life while attending college. King has fought censorship of
his and others’ writings and is active in many charities, especially those associated with homeless people. The human
side of King is discussed as well as the literary side. With timelines, a list of the author’s writings and awards, footnote,
further reading including website and an index, this book is a great springboard for the student researcher just beginning
to research the life and literature of Stephen King. This biographical criticism of King shows how King made the writing
of horror fiction an acceptable craft.
School Library Journal
September 2006
CARAVANTES, Peggy. Deep Woods: The Story of Robert Frost. 176p. photos. reprods.
bibliog. chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. June 2006. PLB $26.95.
ISBN 1-931798-92-3. LC 2005037514.
Gr 7-10
This excellent introduction to Frost’s life and work begins with the culmination of his career: an
invitation from John F. Kennedy to deliver the poem “The Gift Outright” at Kennedy’s inauguration.
That moment marked a career that garnered the poet four Pulitzer Prizes and numerous honorary
degrees. Caravantes shows vividly “the miles” Frost trod before he slept, at age 88, having
experienced both the light and dark sides of human existence, and how he captured them in his
work. The book has numerous sepia and color photos, including a picture of “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening”
handwritten by Frost, and a time line. This is an exceptional, easy-to-follow examination of a flawed, brilliant human
being who created art of the highest caliber.–Tracy Karbel, Glenside Public Library District, Glendale Heights, IL

Booklist
September 15, 2006
Caravantes, Peggy. Deep Woods: The Story of Robert Frost. 2006. 176p. illus. Morgan
Reynolds, lib. ed., $26.95 (1-931798-92-3). 811. Gr. 7-10.
This accessible entry in the World Writers series introduces poet Robert Frost. After an opening scene
featuring Frost at President Kennedy’s inauguration, the book offers a straightforward narrative,
beginning with his parents’ lives before his birth. Caravantes goes on to discuss Frost’s childhood
hardships, family responsibilities, many teaching positions, and fairly late-in-coming but highly
successful career as a poet. Throughout the story, issues of emotional instability and depression
surface affecting a succession of family members as well as Frost himself. Though focused on the
man, Caravantes’ presentation includes a few short selections from Frost’s verse and, in sidebars, a
bit of information about poetic forms. A detailed time line, source notes for quotes, a bibliography,
and an annotated list of Internet sites conclude. Well organized and clearly written, the book offers a
very readable account of Frost’s often troubled life as an individual, a family man, a poet, and a public figure.—Carolyn
Phelan
The Horn Book Guide
Fall 2006
Caravantes, Peggy. Deep Woods: The Story of Robert Frost. 176 pp. Morgan Reynolds. LE ISBN 1-93179892-3 $26.95. World Writers Series.
While reflecting the acclaim that Robert Frost received for his poetry, the portrait here of Frost as a person is unlikely to
win him much admiration in modern young adult eyes. Author Caravantes generally portrays Frost negatively, but she
documents it well, with good notes, a bibliography, and websites for further information. Ind. SDL

Booklist
August 1, 2005
Caravantes, Peggy. Best of Times: The Story of Charles Dickens. Aug. 2005. 160p. illus.
index. Morgan Reynolds, lib. ed., $24.95 (1-931798-68-0). 823.
Gr. 7–10. Beginning with Dickens’ childhood trauma (his father was put in debtors’ prison, and
Charles, 12, had to work in a blacking factory), this highly readable entry in the World Writers
series relates the extraordinary writer’s stories to his life and times. From Oliver Twist and David
Copperfield to Great Expectations, Caravantes shows how Dickens drew on his own experience to
write powerfully about the suffering of the poor through the eyes of a child, even as he used wry
humor. In addition to writing about Dickens’ success, she discusses various difficulties during his
life; she’s very honest, for example, about his strained relationships with his wife and children. With
clear, spacious type, and many interesting quotes, color prints, and photos, this will attract readers
who know one or more of the novels; and chapter notes and references will lead them on if they want
to know more. —Hazel Rochman

School Library Journal
December 2005
CARAVANTES, Peggy. Best of Times: The Story of Charles Dickens. illus. by author. 160p.
reprods. bibliog. chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2005. Tr $24.95. ISBN
1-931798-68-0. LC 2005008405.
Gr 7 Up –Caravantes discusses the writer’s early influences that resulted in his interest in exploring
social ills in his work. Through his flair for drama, his tendency to exaggerate, and his heartfelt
emotions about the causes about which he wrote, Dickens not only provided entertainment to his
audiences, but also awakened them to the plight of the poor. He is glowingly portrayed throughout
most of this chronological account. Negative incidents tend to be glossed over or made to seem as
though the subject were a victim of circumstance or simply of fate. His devotion to other women
seemed to be due to his wife’s frail health, and to emotional, as well as geographical, distance.
Many photos, drawings, and reproductions in color and in black and white enhance the text. In spite
of the author’s bias, the book is interesting reading and well documented. It will not only provide material for reports,
but will also be enjoyed by biography buffs. –Marilyn Fairbanks , Azure IRC, Brockton High School , MA

Young Adult Reviewers of Southern California
Jan.-Feb. 2006
Caravantes, Peggy. Best of Times: the Story of Charles Dickens. Morgan Reynolds. 2005.
160p. 1-931798-68-0. $26.95.
This is an excellent biography of Charles Dickens. In 7 chapters, the life of Dickens is detailed by
the major events surrounding him. It focuses primarily on his works and family. Timeline, sources,
bibliography and websites are included in the back. Illustrations and portraits are spread throughout
the book. The index needs improvement. Dora Ho, LAPL

School Library Journal
February 2006
LOCKE, Juliane. England’s Jane: The Story of Jane Austen. 144p. reprods. bibliog. chron.
index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2005. PLB $26.95. ISBN 1-931798-82-6. LC
2005026279.
Gr 7 Up–Drawing on letters, biographical works, archival pictures, and Austen’s novels, Locke offers
a readable biography for students who can’t manage a larger work. The language is uncomplicated
and the topics are aimed at helping readers better understand Pride and Prejudice, Emma, and
Austen’s other writings. Some of the topics discussed include childhood, family, village and social life,
manners, customs, entertainment, historical background, career, and writing style. The numerous
illustrations, many in color, include reproductions, drawings, portraits, maps, sketches, engravings,
silhouettes, and facsimiles of Austen’s letters and writings. Students will be able to learn from
both the pictures and the text what Austen and her characters looked like, how they lived, what they wore, what the
English countryside and houses looked like, and what they did with their time. A useful, attractive book. –Pat Bender,
The ShipleySchool, Bryn Mawr, PA
Tri State Young Adult Book Review Committee
England’s Jane: The Story of Jane Austen by Juliane Locke
ISBN 1-931798-82-6. 2006. 144p
Quality: VG-BNS (Outstanding)
As part of Morgan Reynolds World Writers series, England’s Jane explores the life and times of Jane
Austen, perhaps one of the most beloved of England’s romance writers. Born in to the British gentry
in 1775, Jane was raised in rural Hampshire, England, in the small village of Stevenson. Her love
of language and literature began early and unlike most young ladies of her period and within her
social class, she was encouraged by her parents in her educational and intellectual pursuits. Jane
never married and was therefore considered a spinster. Nurtured by a close and loving family, her
first book was published in 1811 when she was 35. England’s Jane not only explores Jane’s most
prolific period, between 1812 and 1816, but is a wonderful reference for anyone wanting to know
the customs and characters of pre-industrial England. It was a time of formality and rivalry, but also of romance and
chivalry, themes which are repeated again and again in Austen’s books.
Wonderfully illustrated, the book contains examples of her works, excerpts from her letters to family and friends, details
of her travels and possible friends and relatives who may have inspired the characters in her novels. The book also
contains a family tree, a timeline, source notes, web sites, a bibliography and an index.
Recommendation: This title would make a great addition to a high school library’s collection for research and casual reading
and would be desirable for students who want to learn more about this wonderful author.—Charleen Forba-Mayer
The Horn Book Guide
Fall 2006
Rhynes, Martha E. Ralph Ellison: Author of Invisible Man. 160 pp. Morgan LE ISBN 9781-931798-69-3. World Writers series.
This thorough illustrated biography follows Ellison from his Oklahoma childhood through later fame
as writer, critic, and author of the acclaimed Invisible Man. Rhynes weaves information about
political, musical, and cultural movements into her narrative but often gets lost in the complexities.
Timeline, websites. Bib., ind.

Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books
November 2004
BRACKETT, Virginia. Restless Genius: The Story of Virginia Woolf. 144p. (World Writers
Series). photos. reprods. bibliog. chron. index. notes. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2004. PLB $21.95.
ISBN 1-931798-37-0. LC 2003025043.
This highly readable literary biography of Virginia Woolf moves dexterously among the many
relationships and ideas that influenced the troubled writer. Brackett employs a straightforward
journalistic style, but Woolf’s life was so rich and complicated that little embellishment is needed
to make for fascinating reading. Brackett is forthright about the more controversial aspects of
Woolf’s life and the lives of those around her, including their complicated sexualities and marital
structures, their personal and professional passions and jealousies, and Woolf’s recurrent problems
with depression, hallucinations, and suicidal impulses. That said, the book tends to give Woolf’s
relationship with Vita Sackville-West short shrift; she mentions that it was influential in her writing
and continued until Woolf’s death, but she doesn’t tell us anything about the nature of a love affair that was obviously
quite important in her subject’s life. Instead, she focuses on the strong but often fractious relationship Woolf enjoyed
with her sister Vanessa, and the literally life-sustaining love and support of Leonard, Woolf’s husband and business
partner. Throughout, the work offers interpretive readings of Woolf’s novels, showing how and why her experimental
prose continues to be influential. Brackett traces out thematic continuities that occasionally disrupt the chronology of
events, but it’s a forgivable sin in light of Woolf’s formidably active intellectual life that kept her juggling multiple projects
at any given time. Pictures and portraits of important figures in the Woolfs’ lives appear throughout the text; the layout
is unfortunately somewhat stodgy, and the photographs reproduced in subdued pale grays. A chronology is included, as
is a bibliography and an index. The work relies on endnotes without in-text citations, making this an accessible read for
students new to the conventions of scholarly writing; advanced students who have read Woolf’s fiction and nonfiction
prose will welcome this intimate portrait of a very important artist.

School Library Journal
November 2004
BRACKETT, Virginia. Restless Genius: The Story of Virginia Woolf. 144p. (World Writers
Series). photos. reprods. bibliog. chron. index. notes. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2004. PLB $21.95.
ISBN 1-931798-37-0. LC 2003025043.
Gr 8 Up –This book provides solid background with enough detail to be interesting but not
overwhelming. Starting with Julia and Leslie Stephen, Woolf’s parents, it provides insight into the
early life and family relationships that influenced the writer and her work. Woolf’s intellectual growth
is well documented, starting with her parents’ influence and moving on to her involvement with the
Bloomsbury Group. Brackett paints a vivid picture of the bohemian lifestyle that Woolf embraced
and the changing culture and intellectual thought of the era. She discusses her subject’s mental
breakdowns and relationship with her devoted husband, Leonard. The writer’s literary works are
not discussed in detail. Rather, the focus is on how they affected her mental state and how their
publication introduced the world to a new method of writing fiction. The time line helps put everything in perspective.
This accessible, engaging biography is a quick read and a good resource for reports.–Lori Matthews, Loyola School , New
York City

Booklist
September 2004
BRACKETT, Virginia. Restless Genius: The Story of Virginia Woolf. 144p. (World Writers
Series). photos. reprods. bibliog. chron. index. notes. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2004. ISBN 978-1931798-37-2. LC 2003025043.
This short, well-organized biography in the World Writers series begins with the people, events,
and dynamics of Woolf’s childhood, then quickly progresses to her adult life. Throughout, Brackett
discusses in some detail the writer’s relationship with her father, sister, husband, and, to a lesser
extent, other relatives and members of the Bloomsbury Group while focusing increasingly on her
writings and her mental health. She weaves these separate but related strands into an involving
story of an unusual woamn who took fiction in a new direction at a time when women writers were
uncommon and sometimes unwelcome in the world of letters.

School Library Journal
AUGUST, 2008
SAPET, Kerrily. Rhythm and Folklore: The Story of Zora Neale Hurston. 160p. maps. photos.
reprods. bibliog. chron. index. notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2008. PLB $27.95. ISBN
978-1-59935-067-7. LC 2008000844.
Gr 7 Up–Sapet has added to the growing number of biographies on this literary figure aimed at
young adults. She places particular emphasis on Hurston’s turbulent personal life and on her
struggle to live independently despite constant financial troubles. Everything was against her: her
race, her gender, her temperament, her worldview. But she was a force of nature, a true “genius of
the South.” Her life was a great adventure, and readers will be caught up in its many twists and
turns. The author also helps define Hurston as a pioneering folklorist and ethnographer, roles that
are less evident in other biographies. Good-quality black-and-white and full-color photos appear
throughout. This clearly written and well-documented book should be useful for reports and will
enhance teen biography sections. Those who want to read more about Hurston and her literary contributions should turn
to Robert E. Hemenway’s groundbreaking adult biography (Univ. of Illinois, 1980).–Carol Jones Collins, Columbia High
School, Maplewood, NJ

School Library Journal

April 2003
Carter G. Woodson Honor Book
Rhynes, Martha E. Gwendolyn Brooks: Poet from Chicago, 112 p. (World Writers Series)
photos, bibliog, chron, index, notes, Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds, 2002. PLB
$21.95 ISBN 1-931798-05-2) Gr 6 Up
A biography of the award-winning African American poet. Rhynes follows her subject through
the various stages of life and the readers come to feel as though they know Brooks and
understand how she grew and continually questioned her beliefs over the course of her life,
from 1917 to 2000. The times are reflected in her poetry as stories/commentaries and the
author provides ample opportunities for readers to see what a truly gifted poet Brooks was.
Thewritingisclear,lively,anddetailed.Average-quality,black-and-whitephotographsappear
throughout, mostly of fellow writers mentioned in the text, but only tangentially related to the subject. There are
very few pictures of Brooks herself. A solid resource for African-American History Month, Women’s History Month,

School Library Journal

April 2003
Hart, Joyce. Native Son: The Story of Richard Wright, 128 p. (World Writers Series)
photos, bibliog, chron, index, notes, Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds, 2002. PLB
$21.95 ISBN 1-931798-06-0). LC 2002013686.
Gr 6 Up—A full portrait of one of the seminal African-American writers of the 20th century.
Hart follows her subject from his poor Southern childhood to his struggles as a young man
in Chicago to his literary success and notoriety and the end of his life in Europe. Wright’s
best known works—at least to high school students—are Native Son and Black Boy, both
of which are major reference points and sources for the text. The author explains Wright’s
involvement in the Communist Party, which at one point facilitated his writing but would turn
out to haunt his achievements; his love life; and his influence on such artists as James Baldwin
and on cultural institutions like Broadway theater and the Paris Review. Occasional black and white photographs
highlight people and places of import to his story, as does a standard time line. The writing is accessible and
flows smoothly. While Robin Westen’s biography (Enslow) is hard to beat, this one is a worthwhile addition.
—Andrew Metlow, Chicago Public Library.

The Horn Book Guide
Fall 2006
Caravantes, Peggy. Deep Woods: The Story of Robert Frost. 176 pp. Morgan Reynolds. LE
ISBN 1-931798-92-3 $26.95. World Writers Series.
While reflecting the acclaim that Robert Frost received for his poetry, the portrait here of Frost as
a person is unlikely to win him much admiration in modern young adult eyes. Author Caravantes
generally portrays Frost negatively, but she documents it well, with good notes, a bibliography,
and websites for further information. Ind. SDL

The Horn Book Guide

2005
Brackett , Virginia . A Home in the Heart: The Story of Sandra Cisneros 128 pp. Morgan
LE ISBN 1-931798-42-7 $23.95
(4) YA World Writers series. Brackett explores Cisneros’s Chicana heritage and
its influences on her writing. The focus is primarily on her feelings of isolation
and her attempts to feel at home with her surroundings and culture. The wellresearched but sterile and disjointed text included brief literary analyses of Cisneros’s
writings as well as discussions of her political activism. Timeline. Bib., ind. NCP

Booklist

December 2004
Brackett, Virginia. A Home in the Heart: The Story of Sandra Cisneros. Jan. 2005. 128
p. illus. Morgan Reynolds, lib. ed., $21.95 (1-931798-42-7) Gr. 7-12.
Brackett’s lively account, one of the first for YAs on this landmark writer, shows Cisneros
crossing borders not only as a Chicana traveling between Chicago, San Antonio, and
Mexico and as a woman who defies traditional family roles but also as a writer who makes
readers think about what it means to be American. Her classic autobiographical novel,
House on Mango Street, published 20 years ago, continues to inspire writers everywhere.
Along with information on older books, Brackett includes chapters on Cisneros’ acclaimed
poetry and recent fiction and on her role as an activist. Accompanying the view of success
is a moving perspective on Cisneros’ struggle to find her voice and to find a room of her
own and the space to write. Full source notes, including references to articles, interviews, and Web sites, will
lead readers to more information about the writer who celebrates her “wicked, wicked ways.” –Hazel Rochman

Book Notes

December 2004
Brackett, Virginia. A Home in the Heart: The Story of Sandra Cisneros
Another artist who defies convention is author Sandra Cisneros. Virginia Brackett writes
about her life and work in A Home in the Heart (Morgan Reynolds), a biography for high
school readers. Although Cisneros grew up in Chicago, she eventually found a home in San
Antonio. Her uncertainty about how she fit into American and Mexican cultures contributed
to her dissatisfaction with school, and her poverty added to her feelings of insecurity even
after she was accepted at the prestigious University of Iowa Writers’ Workshop graduate
program. For years she struggled to find time for her own writing while teaching at schools
and universities to make a living. Her decision to forego marriage and a family to concentrate
on her writing reveals her determination to serve as a voice for Mexican Americans,
particularly women. The text includes brief discussions of some of Cisneros’ most widely-read books, including
The House on Mango Street and could serve as background reading for classes that consider her works.

