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Classical Civilization: India. 
Cunningham, Kevin (Author) 
May 2013. 112 p. Morgan Reynolds, library edition,  $28.95. (9781599351759). 934. 
 
Archaeologists suggest that around 3300 BCE, the ancient Indus Valley civilization existed in what is 
today India and Pakistan. The people, more generally called Harappan, had by 1700 BCE nearly 
died out or were dispersed. Unlike successful excavations and archaeological finds of ancient Greece 
and Rome, only one major excavation and a smattering of artifacts have been found to substantiate 
the Harappan civilization. Therefore, to describe these people, Cunningham chooses words 
carefully, as so much must still be left to conjecture. Yet he manages to paint a detailed picture and 
successfully relate the Harappan culture and trade to modern-day life in India. The writings of 

invading peoples, even in later centuries, help further piece together the story. The book’s parchment-style background 
design is nicely broken up with art, artifacts, maps, and modern photographs of ruins. Another strong entry into the 
World History series. 
 
— J. B. Petty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Library Journal - November, 2010 
SERIES MADE SIMPLE 
 
CUNNINGHAM, Kevin. The Americas Before 1492. 128p. map. glossary. 
ISBN 978-1-59935-143-8. LC 2010017974. 
 
NARDO, Dan. Early River Civilizations. 112p. map. glossary. ISBN 978-1- 
59935-140-7. LC 2010008693. 
 
––––. The European Colonization of Africa. 112p. maps. ISBN 978-1- 
59935-142-1. LC 2010008689. 
 
––––. The European Exploration of America. 112p. maps. ISBN 978-1- 
59935-141-4. LC 2010008691. 
 
ea vol: (World History Series). photos. reprods. bibliog. chron. index. 
notes. Web sites. CIP. Morgan Reynolds. 2010. PLB $28.95. 
 
Gr 9 Up–Solid historical accounts are threaded together by the theme of 
societal clashes, as one group sought–often violently–to dominate another. 
The pages resemble aged parchment, and the text mingles with distinguished 
photography and artwork and dark-red sidebar boxes, lending a stately 
seriousness that mirrors the somber intensity of these pivotal events in 
history. These are strong resources for reports, showing the underbelly of 
events still sugarcoated in some U.S. lesson plans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Tristate Book of Note 
World History(Gale) 
 
This series includes four books:   Early River Civilizations, The Americas 
Before 1492, The European Exploration of America ,and The European 
Colonization of Africa.  Each book provides the reader with well-written and 
well-researched information about these key periods of world history along 
with timelines, support pictures, and maps, and extensive notes and 
bibliographies. 
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