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“This is an important look at an uncomfortable, insidious
chapter in American history, sure to result in passionate
discussion.” -VOYA

Sabotage, Sedition
and Sundry Acts
of Rebellion

One day sixteen-year-old Boyrereau Brinch decided to go swimming with a
bunch of his friends at a nearby river. After giving his mother a hug and receiving
instructions from his father to behave himself, Brinch dashed off. Little did the
teenager know he would never again see his village, his parents, or his brothers and
sisters. At the river, Brinch was kidnapped, marched hundreds of miles to the coast
of West Africa, and forced naked onto a ship bound for the New World, where he
would face a life of toil as an enslaved man. Brinch’s true story opens this book,
which chronicles the forced transatlantic shipment of millions of African men,
women, and children to the New World. More than a million Africans died aboard
tightly packed, unsanitary slave ships during the Atlantic slave trade. Millions more
endured the pain of whips and chains and the agony of sickness and disease aboard
these vessels. They were stripped not only of their freedom but of their families,
their identity, and their dignity. The only thing that could be worse than a life of
slavery in the New World was the hellish voyage to get there. This is one of the
saddest tales in human history, the story of the infamous Middle Passage.

David Aretha edited Civil Rights Chronicle and Civil Rights: Yesterday & Today. He
has written eight books in the Civil Rights Movement series published by Morgan
Reynolds, including The Murder of Emmett Till, Sit-Ins and Freedom Rides, and Selma
and the Voting Rights Act.
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On September 9, 1739, a group of enslaved black people revolted near Charleston,
South Carolina. Jemmy and his co-conspirators busted into a gun store, killed the
shopkeepers, and carted off the firearms. By late afternoon, the band of freedom
seekers had grown to one hundred. They invaded homes and businesses, killed more
than twenty white people, and marched down the road shouting “Liberty!”
In the decades following the Civil War, American history books overlooked or
downplayed acts of rebellion by the millions of African and American-born black
people who had been forced into slavery. They were described as “docile” and
accepting of their lot in life. In recent generations, however, scholars have found
evidence of hundreds of brazen acts of resistance.
Throughout the slavery era, northern and southern whites constantly feared a
rebellion—that the people they called slaves would poison them, slit their throats, or
stage a mass revolt. Southern lawmakers passed increasingly strict laws to minimize
the possibility of an insurrection, but the threat was ever-present.
Blacks resisted in numerous ways—by stealing, running away, or simply
disobeying orders. In certain cases, a lust for revenge or a craving for freedom
overtook a group of black plantation workers, and they conspired to carry out a
large-scale uprising. This book explores all forms of resistance, from cockeyed
glances to the infamous Nat Turner revolts in which dozens of whites and, in
retaliation, more than two hundred blacks were killed.
This is a story of sabotage, sedition, and sundry acts of rebellion that added up to
a revolution.
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David Aretha edited Civil Rights Chronicle and Civil Rights: Yesterday & Today.
He has written eight books in the Civil Rights Movement series published by Morgan
Reynolds, including The Murder of Emmett Till, Sit-Ins and Freedom Rides, and Selma
and the Voting Rights Act.
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