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CHAMPION OF FREEDOM
This ongoing biography series
reveals the life stories, in the
context of their times, of the
women and men who committed
themselves to the ideal of human
freedom at great personal cost.
Whether it’s working to free their
country from foreign oppressors,
or to escape the grip of domestic
dictators, these life stories will
inspire a new generation of readers.
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ung San Suu Kyi

known as Myanmar) has a long and tortured history, and Aung San Suu
dult years gave no clue that she would become an iconic hero in Burma’s
esistance to military rule. Suu Kyi’s famous father had led the fight for
ependence in 1947. General Aung San expected to assume the leadership
er the British granted the country its independence in 1948. However, he
ated. Suu Kyi was only two years old at the time, but her father’s dream of
mocratic Burma cast a long shadow on her life. In 1962, a military genower and closed the door of Burma to the outside world. Suu Kyi was out
y, living overseas in India, the U.S., Japan, Bhutan, and finally England,
tish husband and two sons. But in the summer of 1988, she returned to
dying mother. It was then that Suu Kyi unexpectedly got caught up in the
ing in Burma’s modern history. Burmese students and Buddhist monks
the streets to peacefully protest actions by the military junta—only to be
n by the hundreds by soldiers.

not set foot outside Burma since that fateful time in 1988. Knowing that
regime will not allow her to return if she leaves, the Nobel Peace Prize
remained in Burma, enduring extreme isolation, the threat of death, and
n and sacrifice, including the chance to see her dying husband one last
e it all, “The Lady” has not backed down. She remains as determined as
OF
FREEDOM
urma emerge from its isolationCHAMPION
and join the family of
democratic
nations
“Freedom and democracy,” she believes, “are dreams you never give up.”

Nelson Mandela

efe lives in Montana and is a graduate of Montana State University, in
is the author of Spin: The Story of Michael Jackson and From China to
Story of Amy Tan, also published by Morgan Reynolds.
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Mohandas Gandhi

R

app Sawyer is the author of several biographies for young readers. This
st book for Morgan Reynolds.

“Two well-written and deeply inspiring
biographies of individuals who have
devoted their lives to the struggle
for human rights. These volumes are
wonderful resources for all libraries,
shedding light on human-rights heroes
who may be unfamiliar to most teens.”
Sherry O’Keefe
Champion of Freedom

Mohandas Gandhi

Champion of Freedom: Mohandas Gandhi

a London-trained lawyer named Mohandas K. Gandhi left his native India
e a legal matter for two Indian merchants in South Africa. Soon after his
e was thrown off a train for refusing to leave a “whites only” compartment.
-thin and painfully shy, Gandhi spent a bitter cold night in the railway
wondering whether he should stay in South Africa or return to India. By
he decided to stay and to resist the racial laws of South Africa. The train
sparked a political awakening in Gandhi, and he would later describe
rience as “the most important factor” in directing his future political life.
dhi remained in South Africa for twenty-one years, and during this time
me active in politics and began formulating his ideas on nonviolence resisa means to bring about political and social reform. At age forty-six, he
to India, then a country of 500 hundred million people, two-thirds of
ere ruled directly by the British. Back in his homeland, Gandhi expanded
rategies he had developed in South Africa and used them to help bring an
ritish rule in India.
Kem Knapp Sawyer
dhi was assassinated on January 30, 1948, by a Hindu militant who conhim too tolerant of Muslims, and he has become the dominant symbol
olence resistance. His philosophy is credited with inspiring civil rights
nts around the globe, including those led by Nobel Peace Prize winners
tin Luther King Jr., South Africa’s Nelson Mandela, Tibet’s Dalai Lama,
r’s Aung San Suu Kyi, and President Barack Obama, who describes Gandhi
o not just to India, but to the world.”

—Booklist on
Champion of Freedom series
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Aung San Suu Kyi

Champion of Freedom: Aung San Suu Kyi

Burma’s leading pro-democracy leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, walked free
continuous years of house arrest imposed by Burma’s military rulers.
f Burmese turned out to greet “The Lady,” as she is affectionately known
We haven’t seen each other for so long,” Suu Kyi told the jubilant crowd,
ch to tell you.” Indeed. Burma’s most popular politician and most vocal
Burmese military had been out of sight, and off limits, to the Burmese peoworld for almost fifteen of the past twenty-one years.

REVIEWS
“This outstanding Champion of Freedom
series presents well-developed portraits of
each of its freedom-fighting subjects.”

—School Library Journal on
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Aung San Suu Kyi

“Sawyer’s biography gives young readers
a compelling glimpse into his world. The
text is easy to follow, and the book is
peppered with vivid photographs that
tell their own stories. The chapters are
short, and each highlights a specific, often
historic, time in Gandhi’s life. It is the
perfect classroom companion to touch
on an array of issues such as religious
tolerance and nationalism.”

—VOYA on Mohandas Gandhi
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